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{home & design}

Living on the Peninsula allows for an active indoor/outdoor
lifestyle. Retractable doors from La Cantina open up from
the textural family room with a touch of pink to the backyard
complete with a fire pit and plenty of room for entertaining.
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clients desired California casual,
a family-friendly home with ease
throughout.

Two different perspectives.
Two different approaches.

The San Carlos project, a
3,600-square-foot farmhouse
glam new build, is full of moody
colors and textures. The first
piece that the client requested
was a custom black velvet
couch that resides in the living
room. “This is my space with my
husband and my friends,” Kendra
was told, which helped inform
an elevated ambiance that's off-
limits to the kids. There's a mix
of feminine and masculine, with
enough textural contrast to keep

it interesting through the use of
fabric and pattern.

“They were so willing to go
bold,” says Lisa Vuong, the
lead designer of the San Carlos
project, about working with the
clients. “Though some of their
selections seemed like they could
be overwhelming, they actually
made the design stand out.”

As drama takes charge
in the dining room and
sunken living room, its
presence diminishes in
gathering spaces like the
kitchen and family room,
though there’s no denying
the statement made by
the Opus White quartz-

ite slab waterfall-edge
kitchen island. Colors in
the family room express
more muted soft pinks
and grays, with the rug,
stools and throws adding
natural textures.

For her recent Los Altos
project, Kendra transformed a
dated sprawling ranch home into
a modern California-cool space
that embraces outdoor views and
accentuates the homeowners’
commitment to sustainability and
biophilic design. “We wanted the
remodel to stand the test of time
but still show their personality.
They were open to new color tones
and playful wallpaper and fabrics,”
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Kendra says of the design journey.
“The homeowner was really inter-
ested in local and female-owned
vendors like Half Moon Bay’s
Elworthy Studios and Lindsey
Cowles for wallpaper and fabric.”
Lots of effort went into the
home’s “effortless” look. “It was a
pleasure designing this California-
cool home for the coolest couple
around,” comments lead designer
Amalia Kallas. With an emphasis
on ease, touches like automated
shades in the living and dining
room deliver smooth efficiency,

along with a clean look.

Another client priority was du-
rability. Kendra admits that she’s
not a fan of engineered materials
like quartz, but the homeown-
ers stressed that they wanted it
for their kitchen counters. “We
found a pattern and product that
pleased us both in the end—a
slab that didn’t look manufac-
tured and a final look that utilized
a sustainable, eco-friendly mate-
rial,” she says.

Long-lasting wide-plank
white oak floors, along

{home & design}

Wow factors like the Birds of Paradise artwork from The
Future Perfect in the living room, a rich matte black tub in
the master bath and a textural waterfall island of quartz
and black modern sink in the kitchen make this home full
of design and major contrast.
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To evoke California cool vibes in this family-friendly

space, design elements included a textural Zellige kitchen
backsplash and contrasting Hudson Valley pendants, a
bit of wallpaper playfulness with “Bruce” by Abnormals
Anonymous and warm wood tones throughout.
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with other oak elements
like beams, shelving and
a built-in cabinet that
houses the homeowner’s
heirloom dishes, create
warmth that will only
patina over time. Kendra
explains that “the crisp-
ness of the white walls
and the warmth from the
wood contrast so nicely
against the gold fixtures
in the kitchen. They were
very intentional with their
choices to create a com-
fortable, effortless feel.”
Similar to the San Carlos
project, the Los Altos homeown-
ers wanted to invest in a special
(leather!) couch as an anchoring
element. “At first, they were look-

ing at leather couches online,”
Nash recounts, “but we changed
direction and said, ‘What if we
could select the exact hide and
build the couch to your specifica-
tions?"" And that's exactly what
transpired. The clients now view
the piece fabricated at Nash De-
sign Group’s custom workroom
as a forever furnishing, which will
undoubtedly age over time and
transform with the stages of their
home. @

creating your space

nashdesigngrp.com
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